FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT MARCH 19, 2023

=

A WORD
FROM THE Praised be Jesus Christ! This week is a special week for our parish and the Church at large.

PASTCIR

1) On Thursday, our parish welcomes Archbishop Perez for his first visit to our parish. He will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation

My Dear Parishioners,

for 25 of our young people. Congratulations to them and a welcome to our Archbishop!

2) On Monday & Saturday of this week, we celebrate two Lenten Solemnities: The Feast of St. Joseph and the Feast of the Incarna-
tion, the Annunciation. Both of these Feasts come together in a remarkable way, as we consider the moment that the Word was
made Flesh, it’s impact on creation and the role of both Mary and Joseph in Salvation History.

| share with you a beautiful reflection on both St. Joseph and The Feast of the Annunciation from catholic-daily-reflections.com.
Peace,

Fr. Rogers

Saint Joseph is a man that we know little about, but think about the importance of his role in salvation history. He was entrusted with the
Son of God as his little child. At first, he was confused about how Mary could have gotten pregnant, but upon receiving the words of the
angel in a dream, he accepted this Child as his own and cared for Him with a father’s love.

It's significant to note that Saint Joseph embraced the Christ Child because of a dream. But was it only a dream? We all have many
dreams and some of them are strange and nonsensical. So why did Saint Joseph rely upon the authenticity of this dream?

The answer to this question is quite simple. Even though the dream he had was just that — a dream, it was also accompanied by the gift of
faith. Joseph knew, with a certainty beyond human reason, that the voice of God had spoken to him and he responded with generous
faith.

We may not have dreams through which God speaks to us in the form of an angel, but God does speak to us all day long. He speaks direct-
ly to our minds and hearts, and also through the care and mediation of countless hosts of angels in various ways. The angels of God are
constantly bringing us divine messages and inspirations. The question is whether or not we are listening.

Listening to the voice of God, through the mediation of the angels, is not about us seeing or hearing the angels speak, literally. Rather, it’s
a matter of discerning this language of love spoken to us and calling us to faith.

Listen in the silence of your heart, this day, and allow yourself to follow the glorious witness of Saint Joseph as he responded to our Lord’s

will with perfect faith and trust.

St. Matthew’s primary audi- Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary School of Theological Studies
ence were Jewish/Christians in Catechetical Institute-The Catechetical Institute (Cl) provides
1st century Palestine. His pri- affordable on line non credit courses designed for parish cate-
mary message was to identify chists, Catholic school teachers and all who want to learn more
Jesus of Nazareth as the and grow in their Catholic faith. Cl will be offering the courses
promised Messiah. His per- “Person of Jesus” and “New Testament” in April. Registration is
spective was as unique as is now open. The cost is $60.00 per course.

His Gospel. What does St. Matthew’s Gospel tell us about Jesus? Pl it b ‘ et
ease visit our webpage to register
About the community Jesus left behind-the church? And about Pag &

our 21st Century Christian lives, especially in this Year of the Eu- https://www.scs.edu/school-of-theological-studies/catechetical-
charist? All are welcome to come and learn about St. Matthew instiute/
with Fr. Michael Connolly in the St. Joseph Room on Sunday, STS@SCS.edu 610-785-6287

March 26 & Sunday, April 2 at 1:00PM. 236






