
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME JANUARY 29, 2023

My Dear Parishioners, 

Praised be Jesus Christ! This year marks the 30th Anniversary of the Movie Groundhog Day. As we arrive 
to that day this week, remember that that day is also the 40th Day of Christmas, the Feast of the Presen-
ta on of the Lord. This is a big Feast in the history and life of the Church and certainly an important day 
in the life of the Holy Family: A day of profound Hope, Light and Promise. In the Eastern Church, it’s called 
the Day of Encounter, some mes referred to as Candlemas Day and a profound moment of Salva on 

History as Jesus is revealed to be the Light of Revela on to the Na ons. I encourage you strongly to read the account in Luke 2:22-40. This 
big day holds great power for us and can serve as a wonderful an dote to the “Groundhog Day Mentality”, i.e. the hopelessness that can 
so easily affect us in Winter! 

There’s a strong narra ve in our culture – and perhaps in our own thinking -- that we are living in a Post-Chris an age. That is, a me when 
Chris anity has run its course. Books have been wri en which point to the decline of Western Civiliza on, the prac ce of faith, and the 
abandonment of Natural Law. In our own experience, we can point to broken families, the disregard for virtue and the absence of good 
things which were present in our culture not long ago.  All of which is true, but none which usurps the Truth that God has become man, 
that He suffered and died for us and He lives now and forever in His Human Body, in His Mys cal Body, the Church, calling everybody to 
Life in Him. We need to reject, renounce and cast out with courage the lie that says we live in a Post-Chris an Culture.  WE DO NOT. 
There is nothing POST about Christ. He is Lord, yesterday, today and forever. 

SO…Let’s be where we are called to be namely, WITH Him and IN Him as Mary and Joseph were and are. Let’s allow the Truth that Christ is 
the world’s inex nguishable Light warm our hearts and intellects! And Let that Truth give you confidence to LIVE and SHARE the faith with
others, just as Anna and Simeon shared that with Mary and Joseph. 

I close with two prac cal follow-ups for this week:  

1) Look up and watch Jonathon Roumie’s Talk at the March for Life 2023. It’s on Youtube. He plays “Jesus” in the TV Series THE 
CHOSEN. But more importantly, he lives in and with Jesus in real life!

2) Look up and read an ar cle by Tom Hoopes en tled “Sta s cs Show Chris anity’s Strong Future”.  It’s a wonderfully truth-
filled read and can warm your mind and heart. 

To make it easy, I will post both items on our parish Facebook Page. 

Despite the cold mes in which we now live, we must renounce cold minds and hearts. Chris ans are those who have been warmed by the 
light of Christ and who share that warmth with others. And in freezing mes, the me is perfect to share the warm light and love of Jesus. 

Peace, 

Fr. Rogers                                                                                                                                                                                                                         236




